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Digital devices may be making it easier to 
record life, but not to remember it. A new 
international research project, Materialising 
Memories, is set to transform the way we 
capture and store personal experiences and 
make it easier to re-live them.   

Elise van den Hoven

REMEMBERING TO
F    RGET 



use	
  them.

by	
  The	
  Netherlands	
  Organisation	
  for	
  

program	
  that	
  was	
  formalised	
  in	
  July	
  with	
  a	
  

Memorandum	
  of	
  Agreement	
  between	
  UTS	
  

“Despite	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  thousands	
  and	
  

thousands	
  of	
  digital	
  photographs	
  people	
  

	
  

people	
  delete	
  only	
  the	
  three	
  really	
  blurry	
  

more.	
  “A	
  lot	
  of	
  people	
  seem	
  to	
  think	
  

forgetting	
  is	
  a	
  good	
  thing	
  and	
  therefore	
  

The	
  other	
  paradox	
  the	
  team	
  is	
  trying	
  to	
  

UTS	
  (all	
  of	
  the	
  students	
  will	
  have	
  the	
  

	
  

our	
  environments	
  to	
  support	
  	
  

	
  

“If	
  you	
  were	
  to	
  ask	
  me	
  what	
  I	
  had	
  

for	
  breakfast	
  on	
  a	
  random	
  date	
  then	
  

Though	
  256	
  different	
  types	
  of	
  memories	
  

type	
  of	
  memory	
  is	
  used	
  to	
  shape	
  your	
  

relationships	
  and	
  solve	
  problems.	
  “But	
  none	
  

of	
  these	
  require	
  the	
  absolute	
  truth.	
  I	
  mean	
  

What	
  does	
  matter	
  is	
  helping	
  people	
  

people	
  want	
  to	
  remember	
  and	
  how	
  they	
  

want	
  to	
  remember	
  it.	
  

students	
  will	
  then	
  undertake	
  a	
  separate	
  	
  

for	
  a	
  month	
  of	
  study.	
  As	
  will	
  Distinguished	
  

way	
  most	
  people	
  are	
  storing	
  digital	
  media	
  

memory	
  the	
  way	
  people	
  intended	
  them	
  to	
  

digital	
  media	
  to	
  their	
  full	
  advantage	
  and	
  

	
  

volunteer	
  as	
  a	
  research	
  participant,	
  visit	
  
materialisingmemories.com
Fiona Livy
Marketing and Communication Unit
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“PEOPLE WANT TO REMEMBER, THEY CREATE 
ALL THESE DIGITAL THINGS TO HELP THEM 
REMEMBER, BUT THEY CREATE SO MUCH AND 
THEY DON’T ORGANISE THAT IN THE END THEY 
DON’T USE IT AT ALL.”
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